
Cancer/Removing both
no guarantee of survival
qFROM PAGE 1A

at the University of Minnesota, who led the
study after more women sought the option in
his own hospital.

‘‘I’m afraid that women believe having their
opposite breast removed is somehow going to
improve their breast cancer survival. In fact,
it probably will not affect their survival,’’ he
said.

The initial tumor already may have sent
out seeds of spread to key organs, Tuttle
explained.

But removing the remaining healthy breast
does greatly lower, although not eliminate,
chances of a new cancer developing on the
opposite side.

Don’t underestimate the peace of mind that
brings, said Trisha Stotler Meyer of Vienna,
Va., who had her breasts removed three
weeks ago.

‘‘Doctors are not up at night crying’’ in fear
of their next mammogram, said Meyer, 37,
who went back for a double mastectomy after
her initial cancer surgery. ‘‘I don’t want to
have to deal with the stress.’’
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Associated Press   
  Jackie Chan has a message for aspiring 
action stars: Don’t bow to me.
  In a blog entry on his Web site, the 53-
year-old actor says he doesn’t like the 
way disciples greet their 
masters in kung-fu movies 
by grasping a clenched fist 
in a prayerlike gesture, then 
bowing their heads.
  Chan says he’s seen the 
move in audition video 
clips for “The Disciple,” his 
Chinese talent show, which 
is co-produced by Beijing 
TV station BTV.
  “Some preliminary competitors would 
introduce themselves the old-period kung-fu 
way: the fist of one hand clenched firmly, 
the palm of the other wrapped on top, head 
slightly bowed, then saying, ‘All the heroes 
here today, please advise and correct my 
wrongdoings,’” Chan writes on his blog.
  He says the greeting is “old-fashioned and 
definitely not what I’m looking for.”

Associated Press
  David Copperfield has canceled 
upcoming shows in Southeast Asia 
after an FBI search of his Las Vegas 

warehouse and a casino 
theater where he regularly 
performs.
  “His management sent 
an e-mail to organizers 
Sunday to inform that his 
shows will be postponed 
indefinitely,” Kittiyong 
Achawaphong of RSi 
Dream Entertainment said 
Monday. Copperfield was 
also scheduled to perform 
in Indonesia, Malaysia 

and Singapore in the coming weeks.
  The cancellations came after FBI agents 
conducted searches in Las Vegas last 
week following allegations Copperfield 
“forced himself” on an unidentified 
woman. Through his attorney, 
Copperfield denied the allegations.

Copperfield cancels 
shows amid probe

Associated Press
   Kid Rock was arrested early 
Sunday after a brawl at a 
restaurant and spent about 
12 hours in jail before being 
released, a police spokeswoman 
said.
   The musician stopped at 
the Waffle House restaurant 
shortly after 5 a.m. after his 
performance at The Tabernacle 
in Atlanta, authorities said.

  “He and five 
members of 
his entourage 
were involved 
in a fight with a 
male customer 
inside the Waffle 
House,” said 
Mekka Parish, 
a spokeswoman 
for the DeKalb 

County Police Department.

  The customer recognized a 
female with Kid Rock’s party 
and exchanged words with her, 
Parish said.
  “It escalated to a physical 
altercation between Kid Rock 
and that male customer and 
moved outside to the parking 
lot,” she said.
  At some point the customer 
punched out a restaurant 
window, she said.

Don’t bow to Chan

Jackie Chan

PEOPLE

Gyllenhaal movie
examines torture

Associated Press
   Peg Bracken, 89, of Portland, Ore., 
author of the “I Hate to Cook Book,” which 
sold more than 3 million copies after it 
appeared in 1960, died Saturday. No cause 
of death was given.
  Dr. Benjamin Barnes Graves, 86, of 
Huntsville, Ala., a former president of 
Millsaps College in Jackson, Miss., and first 
president of the University of Alabama in 
Huntsville, died Friday of natural causes.

Deaths in the news
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Associated Press
   Jake Gyllenhaal said Sunday 
his new movie, “Rendition,” 
shows that torture is wrong, 
but it also questions whether 
it might help save lives in the 
fight against terrorism.
  The film, which also stars 
Reese Witherspoon and Meryl 
Streep, focuses on the practice 
of extraordinary renditions, 
or transferring terrorism 
suspects to other countries 
where their interrogators 
could abuse or torture them.  

The U.S. government has said 
it uses renditions only after 
it is assured that transferred 
prisoners will not be torture.

  The movie tells the story of an 
Egyptian-born man suspected 
of involvement in a Middle 
East bombing who is abducted 
by U.S. authorities and sent 
overseas to a secret facility.
  “It says that torture is wrong. 
I think you can see in the 
film that it does not work,” 
Gyllenhaal said after a screening 
at the Rome Film Festival.
  “But I also think it presents 
the political side of it, too, which 
is saying that you could be 
torturing one innocent man, but 
at the same time 5,000 people are 
alive . . . because of information 
that the government elicited 
through rendition.”

Jake
Gyllenhaal

Singer Barbara Ann Hawkins . . . . . . . . . . 64
Director Ang Lee  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53
Jazz singer Dianne Reeves . . . . . . . . . . . 51
Country singer Dwight Yoakam . . . . . . . . 51
Singer “Weird Al” Yankovic . . . . . . . . . . . 48
Bassist Robert Trujillo of Metallica . . . . . 43
Singer David Thomas of Take 6  . . . . . . . 41
Actor Ryan Reynolds  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31
Actress Masiela Lusha . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22

TODAY’S BIRTHDAYS
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Linn/Commission scheduled to meet Wednesday
qFROM PAGE 1A

public officials from various Linn cities — 28
favored returning to Map D. Fourteen spoke
in support of Map G. The rest were non-com-
mittal.

Map D was supported by the Linn County
Farm Bureau and the mayors of Robins,
Hiawatha, Central City and several Marion
City Council members.

Map G was backed by Alan Bernard of the
Hawkeye Labor Council and the Mount Ver-
non City Council.

Cindy Golding of rural Cedar Rapids told
the commission the move to five supervisors,
who will be elected by districts in November
2008, was a grass-roots effort and that Map D
is in the spirit of that effort.

Ed Mulholland of Marion, who helped in
that effort, said the group’s mission was ‘‘to
reform Linn County government to create fair
and equal representation in a non-partisan
manner.’’ ‘‘Map D gave the rural folks their
voice. Map G does not,’’ Mulholland said in
urging the commission to return to Map D.

Marion City Council member Craig Adam-
son told the commission he was ‘‘disappointed
with the inability of your group to be
non-partisan.’’ He called the map switch a

‘‘sham and mockery.’’
Eric Rosenthal of Cedar Rapids, backing

Map D, was even more blunt.
‘‘I’m amazed at the political courage and

partisan cowardice that I see in this room,’’
he said. People worked for months to bring
about change, and with the commission, it’s
‘‘business as usual,’’ added Rosenthal, a for-
mer county Republican chairman.

Linn County Auditor Joel Miller spoke out
for Map D as auditor, as the mayor of Robins
and as a Democrat. Miller said Map D
complements Robins by putting it in a district
with its neighbors while Map G does not.

Bernard, of the Hawkeye Labor Council,
told the commission it made the right choice
— that Map G complies with Iowa law. He
said there is no proof of the allegations of
gerrymandering or other political dealing.

‘‘I frankly resent them as a citizen of this
county,’’ Bernard said of the innuendo some
leveled at the commission. Bernard said there
is no mandate for a rural representative on
the Board of Supervisors.

Former Democratic Legislator Bob Rush
also spoke for Map G, saying if it was
gerrymandering, it was a lousy job. Map G is
in full compliance with the law of ‘‘One

person, one vote — not one acre, one vote,’’
Rush said.

Map D was drawn by the Linn County
Auditor’s office using computers. Map G was
drawn by Commissioner Norm Sterzenbach
Sr., a Democrat.

The commission switched to Map G after a
trio of Mount Vernon supporters said an at
Oct. 2 public hearing they did not want to be
in a district with Marion because the two
towns had little in common. Map G puts
Mount Vernon in with several southeast
Cedar Rapids precincts and some southeast
county townships — a plan that Mount
Vernon’s City Council endorsed.

A number of letters were submitted to the
commission but were not read aloud at the
meeting. Two more maps were presented but
not displayed publicly.

If the commission would return to Map D,
another public hearing may be needed. The
commission’s legal counsel said previously
that the law is unclear on whether an
additional hearing is needed, but, in his
opinion, it would be better to be on the safe
side and hold one if a plan is changed.

h Contact the writer: (319) 398-8255 or dick.hogan@gazette
communications.com


